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A SEMESTER IN REVIEW
Building oﬀ of a Spring Semester full of awards, service events, philanthropic endeavors,
and many other realms of fraternity life, Fall 2017 propelled Iota-Tau to reach even greater
heights. Our goals for the semester were to streamline our planning and make our presence
known on campus. From a busy September full of philanthropy events, topped oﬀ with a
Home Run Derby in benefit of Amazing Day, to partnering up with other organizations to
contribute to the betterment of the St. John's and New York City community, it is clear that
Iota-Tau's focus is still here, and will continue in the future.
The following pages illustrate the progress Iota-Tau made this semester and some plans for
the future.

~Roll Pi
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PHILANTHROPY
Throughout the fall semester, the brothers of Iota-Tau put on a handful of events that benefitted a
plethora of good causes. Iota-Tau’s philanthropic reputation has been well known and documented around
the St. John’s campus throughout their young history.
While Iota-Tau is known widely across campus for their extravagant and well-planned events, the small
things they do philanthropically go overlooked. With the culmination of a multitude of fundraisers for
Hurricane Relief in the Mexican Gulf, support for Phi Sigma Sigma’s Phi Sig Gentlemen event, and Habitat
for Humanities Haunted House, on top of the larger events Iota-Tau is known for, brothers raised upwards
of $12,700 during the Fall 2017 Semester.

2nd Annual 9/11 Stair Climb and 9/11 Softball Game
Looking to start the year oﬀ with a bang, Iota-Tau
executed their 2nd Annual 9/11 Stair Climb to benefit
the Stephen Siller Foundation in support of the
families aﬀected by the tragic 9/11 attacks. For
every donation, a brother of Sigma Pi, or a sister of
Gamma Phi Beta climbed the Great Stairs on
campus in remembrance of the sacrifice our first
responders made on that day. Iota-Tau organized
two FDNY ladder trucks to visit during the event.

Brothers of the Iota-Tau Chapter alongside Campus Public
Safety Oﬃcers at the conclusion of the game

The second day of Iota-Tau’s 9/11 remembrance
event was the 2nd Annual 9/11 Softball Game. The
softball game was played between the Iota-Tau
softball team and the Public Safety Oﬃcers on
Campus. There was a touching pregame ceremony
and a moment of silence as we remembered those
that were lost on that horrific day. Many of our
own Public Safety Oﬃcers assisted as first
responders on that day.
Some of our Brothers at the event with Gamma Phi Beta
Brothers of IotaTau posing with
Sisters of
Gamma Phi
Beta with
members of
Ladder Truck
125 of the
FDNY.

From Left to Right: Mary
Pelkowski (Associate Dean of
Student Engagement), Dom
Pintavalle (President), Denise
Vencak-Toner (Executive
Director of Public Safety),
Kevin Simmons (Herald-Elect)

Between the two events, Iota-Tau raised over
$2,000 and donated that money to the Stephen
Siller Tunnel to Towers Foundation.
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Sigma Pi-g Roast
After a victory against Public Safety, the brothers of IotaTau and Campus Public Safety Oﬃcers walked in unison to
the Great Lawn for Iota-Tau’s 2nd Semi-Annual Celebratory
Pig Roast. The Semi Annual “Sigma Pig Roast”, requiring
an immense amount of logistical planning, benefitted the
Iota-Tau Chapter Educational Foundation which was
established last Spring (2017).

5

Foundation. This philanthropy raises awareness and
benefits suicide prevention on college campuses. Iota-Tau
raised over $500 at this event and plan to do it again in
the Spring!

Some of our Brothers posing at the conclusion of the event

Making
Strides!

Some of our Brothers enjoying the Pig Roast

This was an extremely successful event that would benefit
the newly established Iota-Tau Chapter Educational
Foundation. Throughout the event, brothers of the IotaTau Chapter took part in various sports and enjoyed a ton
of good food. St. John’s Public Safety and other faculty
members were able to eat for free; other guests were
charged $5 for All-You-Can-Eat BBQ. In addition to the
event, there was even a Snapchat filter that was used to
further publicize the event. The event raised more than
$400 and is the second donation to the Iota-Tau
Educational Foundation.

Swing Away for Amazing Day
Home Run Derby
September was a busy month for Iota-Tau and these
motivated brothers wouldn’t stop at their annual events
to honor first responders of 9/11. This past semester IotaTau introduced a new event: The Swing Away for
Amazing Day Homerun Derby. This event was
highlighted by a homerun derby for the St. John’s Greek
Life Community and benefitted Sigma Pi’s International
Philanthropy; the Sean V. Feliciano Amazing Day

As October rolled
around, Iota-Tau help
the fight against breast
cancer by raising money
Some of our Brothers at the
alongside Gamma Phi
starting line.
Beta for American
Cancer Association, and
by taking part in the Making Strides Walk in Corona Park.
The Brothers of Sigma Pi and the Sisters of Gamma Phi Beta
raised around $1,800 throughout the event.

Thanksgiving Baskets
As the fall semester progressed, the aspirations of IotaTau set their sights on Thanksgiving, and helping those
who may not be able to aﬀord food, clothes, etc. Brothers
collected over 400 cans and other non-perishables
that were donated to St. John’s University’s Campus
Ministry to be distributed to local community members
in need.
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SERVICE
During the fall of 2017, Iota-Tau took advantage of many opportunities to give back to our
community. As a chapter, Iota-Tau recorded over 1600 hours of community service hours by
brothers; nearly doubling last year’s total as a whole. A few opportunities that brothers took
advantage of were through the MDA Muscle Walk, Making Strides against Breast Cancer,
League of Yes, Local Queens VFW, New York Cares Day and KEEN NY, as well as many
other opportunities. The brothers of Sigma Pi continue to give back to the community in any
way possible and take great pride in this aspect of fraternal life.

(Above) Brothers at Iota-Tau serving at League of Yes on University Service Day.
(Below) Brothers serving at the Metropolitan MDA Muscle Walk

ALTRUISTIC CAMPUS EXPERIENCE (ACE)
Coming Soon: Spring 2017
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BROTHERHOOD
While the brothers of Iota-Tau devote much of their time to community service and
philanthropy, brotherhood remains an essential piece of their experience in Sigma Pi. Behind
the leadership of Brotherhood Chairmen Paul Steiner and Larry Schembri, Iota-Tau held
weekly Brotherhood dinners organized in the D’Angelo Center Cafeteria. They also enjoyed
viewing parties for various events, such as UFC pay per views, NFL, NHL, NBA and MLB
games. In addition to the more frequent gatherings that brothers enjoy so much, a large
group of the Chapter attended a Poker Night that was enjoyed by everyone. Food and drinks
were served at the event and the Brothers enjoyed some quality bonding time.
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RECRUITMENT
With a large senior class graduating in the spring, a successful Rush period was essential to the
further develop the Iota-Tau chapter. The Fall 2017 recruitment period was one of the most
selective to date. There were multiple events that were held for potential new members, such
as barbecues, meet and greets, and sporting events that many rushes attended and reacted
positively to. While having a large handful of rushes, the Iota-Tau chapter had two men accept
bids to join our brotherhood; quality over quantity. In addition to the two men that accepted
bids, a solid foundation was laid out for the spring rush period as well. The Iota-Tau chapter is
expecting over 100 rushes who have shown interest in our brotherhood for the Spring 2018
semester.

ZETA CLASS
Welcome Sigma Pi Zeta Class! Congratulations to: (in
order from left to right) Bradley Stewart, and Jeremy
Mesias. These two men put in weeks of hard work and
embody all of the characteristics that a gentlemen of
Sigma Pi Fraternity should possess. They have
assimilated into the fraternity by taking on leadership
roles as well as positions in other critical organizations
on campus. The founding fathers that have come
before them are more than excited to have these men
become a part of the organization and, as a chapter, we
cannot wait to see what heights Zeta class will reach.
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A PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Fall 2017: A year to remember to say the least. We have further established
ourselves on this campus and have taken the respect that we have always
deserved. A year ago, I could have never imagined that we would be in as
good of a position as we are currently. With our recent successes this past
year, we are primed to reach unchartered waters. Now, while we are on top,
it is important that we realize that we are in fact not perfect, and the only
way to grow as an individual and as a brotherhood is to relentlessly pursue
improvements to reach perfection. After all, we live our lives as “a quest for
excellence.” In order to grow, we must take a look at what worked and
elevate it, as well as what didn’t work and find out how we can better
whatever we are trying to accomplish.
Going forward, we will be building oﬀ of our successes in service and philanthropy to cement ourselves at
the top for years to come. We will continue to dominate athletically and continually strive to be the best
at everything humanly possible. We will establish social relations with other organizations so that our
successors who come after us will have a better future. Chairman will continue to grow and have the
freedom to enact their ideas for the greater good of the community. From here on out, we need to think
to the future and the incoming classes so that they don’t have to focus on issues that we focus on. They
should have the opportunity to focus on their own ways to prepare for their successors. The Executive
Board has made many strides to instill this idea of working “for the greater good.” Stricter guidelines
have been laid out for chairman, structure has been added through communities, public image has
increased, and an organized, centralized database has been put into place. While these cannot be seen by
the majority of the chapter, these small steps forward in organization and chapter structure will be useful
for years to come.
I would like to thank the general body of the chapter for their unwavering support this past year and I
look forward to leading all of you in the spring. To my Chairman - you all did a great job in handling our
Executive Boards extremely demanding expectations for your positions and I would like to thank you for
making all of this possible. The awards, acknowledgements and recognition would be non-existent
without your hard work. Finally, to my Executive Board - you know me better than anyone in the Chapter.
I can be extremely demanding, unpredictable, and sometimes completely insane; you have all welcomed it
with open arms and worked tirelessly to pursue the same common goal that we all share. I applaud each
and every one of you and have cherished every moment we have had together while leading this chapter.
Each of you are phenomenal individuals that will lead the pack for the rest of your days.
Last but not least, I would like to give a fair warning to the members of the Chapter for next semester.
We will be working harder than ever. We will be striving to reach heights unimaginable. Do not get caught
by surprise. Get on your work. Stay on your work. We will be at the top again. We will not regress. We are
at the top and will stay there for years to come. We are not so much joining a legacy, as we are creating our
own. We will win the Grand Sage Cup. We are united as one. We are united through Sigma Pi.
Fraternally,

Dominick R. Pintavalle
Sigma Pi Fraternity - Sage
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MEET OUR NEW EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Sage/President: Dominick Pintavalle
Dom is a Junior Homeland Security Major, Government and Politics and
International Studies Minor from Brewster, New York. He was the pledge class
president of the Gamma Class of the Iota-Tau chapter and was initiated spring 2016.
Dom recently finished his first year as President, where he continued to make the
Iota Tau Chapter the most prominent organization on campus. Dom is a diehard
Mets fan, an avid UFC fan, and loves the blog, Barstool Sports. After graduation, he
has aspirations for Law School.
Second Counselor/Vice President: Anthony Savino
Anthony is a Junior, Journalism Major, minoring in Gov. and Politics & Italian, from
Westchester, New York. Besides from being a Student Ambassador, an employee of
SJUServes, the Chair for Relay For Life, and the previous ACE Chair of the Iota Tau
Chapter, he controls the Chapter’s social media as PR Chair and interns at the real
news organization of FOX News. Anthony is very proud of the 2017 Sigma Puppies
Event which raised nearly $2,000 for the St. John’s University SVA.

First Counselor/Sargent at Arms: Tim Palladino
Tim "Peesh" Palladino from Long Island, New York. I am a sports management major
looking to minor in business administration where hopefully I can land a job with the
New York Mets or the New York Knicks. I was previously the philanthropy chair
where we raised a very large amount of money through events for donate life and
amazing day. Finally, the coach of the fraternity, after many losses, trying to get his
teams (yes I coach every team) back on track and work on those wins.
Now who am I? The law.

Third Counselor/ Treasurer: Zak Kapilevich
Zak, our previous Scholarship Chairman, is an Accounting major from Seaford, New
York. He plans to go to law school after completing his undergraduate degree.
During the summer, he works at a beach club in Atlantic Beach.
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Fourth Counselor/Secretary: Marc Barreto
Marc is from Bayside, NY, majoring in accounting. He is a member of the National
Society of Leadership and Success and a former martial arts instructor in Tae Kwon
Do. He enjoys traveling and had the opportunity to study abroad in my fall 2016
semester. My future goals are to intern and work for an accounting firm. My goal in
Sigma Pi is to take it to new heights by exceeding the success it has already achieved.

Herald: Kevin Simmons
Kevin "Bone" Simmons is a Junior, Sport Management Major, from Smithton, New
York. He serves on the Accreditation Committee for the Iota Tau Chapter. He is the
best lefty swinging softball player east of the Mississippi. He has hopes of going to law
school with aspirations of being a sport agent. Along with being interested in Sports
he also enjoys hanging out with friends, “you know dudes being dudes.”

Chapter Director: Derick Rheaume
Derick joined Sigma Pi Fraternity in the spring of 1999 at Bridgewater State
University (Eta-Eta Chapter) in Bridgewater, MA. Having served multiple
leadership roles at BSU in and outside the Fraternity and graduating in 2002, he
returned to serve as the Chapter Director in 2005. In 2008, while serving as
Chapter Director for Eta-Eta, he volunteered to serve as the Colony Director for
what would be the Iota-Theta Chapter at Bentley University. He continued in these
roles until moving to New York City in 2010. He remains the Comptroller at EtaEta to this day.
Derick has been involved as the Colony/Chapter Director at SJU since formation of the group. During
this time he has also served as the Province Archon for the Northern Pennsylvania/Long Island
Province, on various committees of the Sigma Pi Educational Foundation and committees of the Grand
Chapter.
Throughout his volunteer career he has also served as an education facilitator for Sigma Pi University,
Mid-Year Leadership Conference, and multiple Province Workshops.
Derick graduated from BSU in 2002 with Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts, and again in 2006 with a Master
of Science in Management. He then graduated in 2010 from the University of MassachusettsDartmouth with a Master of Public Policy.
In 2016 he graduated from the American Bankers Association (ABA) Graduate School of Banking at the
Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. In addition he holds certification as a Certified Regulatory
Compliance Manager from the ABA.
Currently resides in Astoria, NY and works as Field Examination Manager, Supervisory Examiner for
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. His past positions include Risk Examiner at the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York, and a Supervisory Examiner at the Massachusetts Division of Banks.
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ALUMNI UPDATE: WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Tyler DeFranco
Currently, I am a Graduate Assistant for SJUServes, a division of Student Aﬀairs, in the sector of Veterans
Aﬀairs, and Service I am pursuing my Masters degree in Government and Politics with a focus in Public
Administration. Currently serving as an alumni adviser, I work closely with the gentlemen of Iota- Tau in
regards to programming and member development. Most recently, the chapter and my oﬃce fronted an
imitative to raise awareness for PTSD. Not only were they able to raise money towards the cause, but
were able to help educate their peers on a disorder that aﬀects some of their classmates and community
members. The chapter is always looking to bring awareness to the community, and to help confront
issues around the world. I look forward to working with these gentlemen in our annual Mission 22 softball
game, and in service opportunities, such as Relay For Life.

Andrew Calvano
After graduating from St. John's University in 2017 with a degree in Business Administration and Sport
Management, I have been working full time as a Business Development Manager for Taste Of Victory
Racing Stables. Within my position, I facilitate sales of thoroughbred race horses all over the country to
investors within Taste of Victory. This job has taken me all over the country since I have begun my
employment, and I couldn't ask for a better situation. I plan to return to St. John's in the near future to
further my education, and obtain my M.B.A. I wish nothing but the most amount of success attainable
from my old chapter, and ask that the guys continue the legacy of what was originally built. Stick to what
is right, and never take your eyes oﬀ the future. Class will always prevail.

Richard Cantoral
For those that do not know, I started working at Goldman Sachs back in July; it’s been going very well. I
work in the Financial Crimes Compliance Team, so I work a lot with anti-bribery, anti-money laundering,
anti-corruption etc- it’s very interesting and I’m always happy to talk with any of the active brothers/
alumni about what I do. As most of you know, I was always pretty involved at SJU, and remain involved I’m currently on the Leadership Committee for the GOLD (Graduates of the Last Decade) Alumni
Group, we plan a lot of alumni events oﬀ-campus to network and socialize. Seniors, let me know if you
want to get involved upon graduation. Lastly, I’ve gotten oﬃcially certified as a bartender, and have a few
gigs here and there for fun.

Ryan “Sully” Sullivan
Since I graduated in May this past year I’ve spent the vast majority of my time working as a Regional
Operations Center Analyst for Deutsche Bank along with becoming a Supervisory Service Graduate
Assistant for St. John’s VISA Oﬃce. This allows me to work towards my Masters Degree in Homeland
Security and Criminal Justice Leadership. Other than that I continue to volunteer whenever I have free
time with both of the fire companies in my home town I was with before. I continue to be active around
the tristate area and have not yet moved away. Looking forward to Alumni events upcoming in the near
future.

Andy Bujarski
After graduating, I enrolled in grad school, and am set to finish this December. I work for BDO currently
and am slated to start there full time in 2018.

LaQuan Martinez
After graduation, I continued working at Target, and am currently a manager there.
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Aaron Jimenez
I started full-time at JP Morgan in July.

Steven Blake
I am currently enrolled in Law School.

Enzo Bonnici
Upon graduating from undergraduate studies, I enrolled in Graduate school at St. John's University where
I am working towards my masters in Criminology and Justice. I am also the Graduate assistant for The
Oﬃce of Fraternity and Sorority life. Upon completion of my master’s degree, I plan to work for a Police
Department or a Federal Agency.

Jordan Canela
After graduating from St. John’s University I have decided to continue my education to pursue my dual
master’s degree in school counseling, and mental health counseling with a bilingual extension. I currently
work as a graduate assistant for intramural sports at the Campus Recreation Department here at St.
John’s University. This is my fourth year working with the department, and I consider myself to be
extremely blessed to continue to work at St. John’s as a graduate assistant, and excited for the opportunity
to continue my education.

Mostafa “Moose” Khairy
After graduating, I have continued to advance my education at St. John’s Law School with aspirations of
getting into the Criminal Law field either in the court room, or various government agencies. Just a
moose, doing moose things. When I’m not being a degenerate gambler I’m working in a clinic at the
school representing elderly queens residents in Mortgage foreclosure actions and consumer debt. I’m like
the Batman of Queens. Now, I decided to sell my soul to the city of NY. I Landed a yugeeeee job with
the NYC Law Department.

Nick Amster
Nick is currently pursuing his Masters in Higher Education Administration at Stony Brook University,
where he also serves as the Graduate Coordinator for Fraternity & Sorority Life. Recently, Nick was
awarded the Long Island Council of Student Personnel Administrators (LICSPA) Professional Excellence
Award for Graduate Students, for his work and dedication to his students, institution, and constant
professional development. Additionally, Nick still continues to teach at St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic
Academy of Queens in Maspeth, work as a Cast Member for The Disney Store, and serve as the Standards
of Excellence Advisor on the Iota-Tau Advisory Board.

Kyle Werth
I recently graduated from Boston College with a Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction with a
focus in English and education. I am living and teaching high school English in the Boston area. On a
more important note, I completed my bucket list of driving to all of the continental forty-eight states this
past year. I'm excited for 2017, and the prospect of becoming an intimidating and feared teacher.

David Bautista
Graduating in 2014 with a BA in Computer Science and a concentration in networking, I studied neural
networks, python scripting, networks, cryptography, network security, and conducted red versus blue
team operations. I am currently pursuing an advanced degree in in cyber security at American public
University. Along with his pursuit for a master’s degree in cyber security he is currently preparing for
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certifications such as OSCP and the CISSP. I am now working as a systems support engineer at the Essex
Technology Group, Inc. in Manhattan, New York.

Carlos Lopes
At this moment I intern at Fordham University in the Oﬃce of Multicultural Aﬀairs while I seek to finish
out my final semester in my Master's Degree in Education at New York University. I also have begun to
teach a class about social justice at New York University in my spare time.

Jonathan Herrera
After completing undergrad in Criminal Justice, I am now pursuing a master’s Degree in Homeland
Security and Criminal justice leadership. Currently, I am in the process of being a candidate for an
internship with the FBI and studying for the LSAT.

Christopher Pilarte
Right after graduating I helped start up a martial arts school. After I finished my master's degree, Since I
was so focused on finishing my education it was time for me to enjoy life a little bit more, now that I had
the time. A friend of mine wanted to start his own taekwondo dojo and couldn't do it alone. I decided to
invest more into my hobby of martial arts not for a career purpose but for the pursuit of happiness. The
school had a rocky start since the three involved including me had no idea to run a business. Despite the
quick troubles we ran into, I felt an overwhelming sense of accomplishment. We became a martial arts
school that heavily gave back to the community. Our motto was to be diﬀerent than any martial arts
school. We wanted to really help kids of all types. So we teamed up with "Play 4 Autism" to help and teach
children who are not so privileged, the understanding of martial arts. I’m happy to say the business is still
running. This past summer a friend of mine introduced me to a superintendent of a luxury apartment
complex in 5th ave, Manhattan. The pay was great and the shareholders were nice people. I was able to
see how the rich life of NYC lived. It was an experience that opened my eyes to the upper class of society.
It was also interesting to be working with doormen that were my father’s age. I was told many military
stories from the veterans and the hardships of coming to America back in the day. I now currently work
for a financial company in midtown Manhattan. So far this is the best job I have had. No hard work, no
supervisors or managers breathing down my neck. I work at my own pace yet still doing enough work to
impress coworkers. With the time I have on my hands I still visit the dojo from time to time and now
currently pursuing a career in law enforcement. Im happy to say I scored a top percentage on my written
exam for both Suﬀolk county Police department and U.S. Customs border patrol. Passed my written and
physical exams for U.S. Federal Park Police as well as have an interview for the FBI. I have not forgotten
the reason I pursued my education in the first place. Unfortunately, government jobs are a big waiting
game. However I am currently happy with my accomplishments and my endeavors and expect big things
for myself these next few years to come.

